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Congressman Lionel Van Deerlin 
1641 Longwor th House Of fice Bldg. 
Washi ngton 25 , D.C. 

Dear Congressman Van Deerlin: 
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Armando M. Rodriguez 
1005 - 47th Street 
San Diego, California 92102 
May 19, 1965' 

On December 31, 1964, I felt highly el ated because California and the Unit ed 
Stat es woul d no longer par t icipate in t he exploitation of human beings with t he 
t erminat ion of Public Law 78. By the termi nation of t his l aw I felt that 
Presi dent Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation had to some degree finally been 
r ealized. 

Today this feeling is completely gone. The enslavement of human beings i s back 
wi th us tlu·ough the i mportati on of Br ace·ros. Although the practice of owni:ng 
slaves i s gone, we have r everted to the l ess costly practice of r enting slaves. 

Congr es sman, you as a humanitarian should not succumb to t he pres sures of t hose 
who vrou1d enslave these pe opl e o I hope you realize t hat t his practice breaks t he 
natur al fami l y pat t er n t hat is so vit al to t he Mexican culture and that your 
effort s to prevent t hi s human i nj ustice would play a vital role to the 
r eal i zation t hat all men should be free. 

I have confidence t hat y ou as Congr essman of the 37th Congr essional District 
of the great State of California, will help protect those people who cannot hel p 
themselves and join in t he f ight to eliminate this number one problem fr om our 
state. 

Sincerely, .. . .. , 
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1'i.r mando M. Hodr i guez 
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