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MALCOUI X The Complexity of a Man in the Jungle 

Introduction: Joyce Ware, Director, Northeast Regional Office 

As a worker in the Civil Rights movement, and having read the following article, 
I feel a compelling need for some real discussion in response to some of the 
critical points raised. 

I feel that for the movement in the North, CORE and other Civil Rights organiza
tions must address themselves to an attempt to understand some of Malcolm X's 
theory, as well as the inherent implications of his rationale. Embedded in the 
article are the issues of all the Harlems of the North and (in part) a key to the 
success of the movement. 

So, the burning que stion in my mind is, "What does this articl e have to say to the 
Civil Rights movement (CORE), or we to it?" 

The following article was writte n by Marlene Nadle for the Village Voice , 
a wee kly newspaper of Greenwich Village in New York City, Thursday, 
February 25 , 1965, prior to the assassination of Malcolm X. It is ba sed 
on hours of interviewing cf Malcolm X a t his Hotel The r e sa office and 
a ttendance a t r a llie s at the Audubon Ba llroom a nc;I Manhattan Center. 

The articl e is pre sented ex.Jctly a s it w.::is origina lly written. No a tteinpt 
h.::i s been made t 1. 111a ke it c c,nform t c the events of Sunday nt the Audubon 
Ba llroom. (Ma lcolm wns a ssa ssina t ed on Sund.Jy , Februar y ll, 1965.) 

M.::i lcolrn X ha s three f nces. One is turned t ow.'.l rd Afric.::i, one t oward H::i rl em a nd 
one t cw::i rd W.::t shington. His ma sks .::t r e mor e numer cus. They ar e juggled by beth 
the actcr and the audie nce . He 's a ch.'.l rismatic l eade r . Then a c3rtccn figure 
waving a rifle . He 's a r acist The n a Black Na t ionnlist gene whit e. A symbc l 
of hope .:i nd Fa ther Divine An anti-semite a nd a preacher of brc-therhocd. An 
extremist and a ma n t c mcve the Mover.1ent 

In Harl em the people w.::i tch the perfcr m.::tnce . 

The Bl ;1ck pc litici.::ins m.:i rk the tr i ckl e of converts gc-i ng through the gloss doe rs 
c f the Org.:rniz-lti un <A Afrc -Ame rican Unity he f c.nned a ft e r the split with the 
Muslims (B lack) in March 1964. They W.:l it t c. see if it signa ls .'.l fl ocd, n<W th-l t 
the g.:i t e s .:i r e L·pen t c non-Muslirns, and new tha t .:i separate bl .:i ck st .::i t e is nc 
l onger the de stina ticn. 

The p0liticia ns wi l l uut c0raplete l y a ssocia t e theraselve s with him. Ncr will they 
disa ss0c ici t e themse lve s . The unte sted pc t ent ia l c f Mc.i lcc lra X kee ps pee:ple like 
Ad am Cl ::iy t on Pcwe ll careful fri ends. 



Horl ern Cr.c ss-se ctic n 

A er e. ss-s ectic n c f Ho r lem c crnes t c. r.1e c: sure the ra.::m .:md his rneth< as e n Sund.Jy 
nights a t the tiudubt n BC:i llrcom. Se :.:i ted 0n 500 w0 den f c·lding ch~ irs c.. r e the 
d isinherited pe 0pl e whc never h.:.id c ny hc pe t r .J nswers a nd th1 s e , whether 
Na ti1 nnJ. ist e r rn n-vio l ent .'.lctivist, wt:ic ha ve run cut Lf b th There a r e child
r en h c·king fer pride, .::md there .'.lre hl.:Hl/ c,lder church-gc en.1 whc , unlike M.:i h.::ili .:i 
J ocks , n, c .::in' t sing, " I f cund the a nswe r, I J.e.'.lrned t , pr.::i y " . 

In the b::irs .:i nd grills - SL.Jnll 's and J c ck's :md the Shn lim1r e n Sev e nth Avenue, 
the P.'.lll:1's :.:ind Frank's L U L~5th Stree t .. the de b.::: te gees en. 

:iM:ll c c lm is n genius, " S.'.l id .::i ra.:.in a t the bnr in the Sh.Jl i rnn r. ' 'All he C.'.l res 
.Jb t. ut is Mnl c c lm X :1nd mcney 11 

;'M.:i lco lra is .:i creati0n c f the whit e pres s, " s.'.lid :.:i d e etc r .::i t Fr .::rnk' a 

' 'ML1 lcc l m is a genius, ·' said ::i l awyer in the ba ck r o1.r.1 .:it J eck' s . "He is the 
;.~Ks t brillLmt spe .'.l ker I hnve ever he.'.l rd . " 

1'Mc.l lc : lto Xis ..t lc ser, 11 S.:.l icl :1n'"ther r:ia n ~1 t J l ck's. "He'll h::iv e t c do n l e t 
better th.:in he 's Oi ing if he wa nts t c t.1a ke it in H.'.l rleru. 11 

D wn the stree t fr cm J cck's, in his Hc tel The resa h e.:idqu.:irters, s a t the subj e ct 
0 f the deb.J t e. With his l Lng fr .:ime hunche d lVer .::i phone in his cl c set ·· like 
( ffice, l-1.'.llco ll.1 m.:! de ,::i rr.::mget;1ents t c spea k '1 t Harle1.1 Hc spit a l. He fumbled thr ugh 
the p0cke ts c f his dark three -butt c n suit, thruugh his v e st :.:i nd his att::iche c a s e 
l <.0king f e r his pe n. Then, ha nging up, he pressed his finge rs ng::iinst bis eye s 
and reste d. 

Te sting Pr (,c e ss 

Reiaembe ring the inte rviewer he :.i pc l 1 gized and s a id, 11 I usually try .:ind get f , ur 
h curs sleep a night. Last night I d idn't make it. " 

The ye ung ex e cutive in ch<lrge o f r e v l lutic n co~1pl 11 ined a bout the p.::: c e . Abe ut 
day s th.::: t t eer ft e n r an fr1ill 9 .'.l.hl. t c 5 a .m 

Then the mutua l t e sting beg::m. With a hn lf-sraile Mal e c lr.1 s .:i id, ;'A l c·t c f pee ple 
n3v e wa rned Lle a b· ut the Village Ve ice. It's supp< sed t ~ be a libe r n l p~per, 
'.mt they s ny it is very na rrcw . 11 

"S' ue pe 1 ple un the sta ff think ye u' r e a c n r.ian , 11 I s n id, a nd w.:.iit ed f f r the 
rencti ( n . 

lt explcded cut c f the chn ir . New c n his f ee t, he said, "If I wa nteC: t u be 
ust a c c n aan, I wc.uldn't b e f ee l e nuugh t L try it e n these stree ts whe r e pe t ple 

:i r e l e • king f i; r r;iy life, whe re I c ::in' t w.::1lk a r uund c:i ft e r d.1rk. If I W.:!nt ecl pcwer, 
I c cul d h .'.lve g, ne a nywhere in the W< rld. They c.fferecl rae j l bs in ::ill the Afric ::in 
countries. 

' 'Muh3umed is the ua n, with his hcuse in Phuenix, his $200 suits, a nd his harem. 
:le d i dn 't be lieve in the bla ck state e r in the ge tting c. f anything ft r the 
pe l ple. Thu t' s why I gL·t ut. 11 

--------
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D yc u f ee l a dist 0rted i cage c f yLu wa s crea t e d by the pre sf? 

\ 
"It w.:i s crea t ed by them a nd r:ie . The t epcrt ers c.:.ir:1e with pre c < nce ived nnswers 
t c the ir que st L .ns . They wer e l oo king f e r se nsa ticn,:i lisw, f 1.. r Sl rne thing th:i t 
Wt ul d se l l papers, a nd I g:ive it t c them . If they had a sked prLbing , int e lli-

__ gent questicns , they wc.,ul c1 h.:ive gc tten diffe r ent onswers." 

WhJ enct ur ::ige the distcrtivn? 

"It's use ful. The c.nly pers • n whc C-.l n ur g,m ize the m.:i n i n the stree t s is the 
t ne wh c is un2ccept .'.} ble t c the white CL r.ir:iunity . They d( n' t trust the (-the r kind . 
The.; dt n't krn who centre. ls his .::icticns ." 

The m.:in in the stree t is the one Mal c0 l o ha s de scribed a s liv i ng en the bt tt ru 
Lf the s cciJl hea p . The one whc has g iven up ~ 11 hope , a ll :imbiti( n, al l pl :ins . 
The cne wht. s .::iy s, l ike the c l c:l blues su 1g , ';I've bee n dcwn sc l cng till c1 cwn 
de n' t b- the r me . " 

Did he p l.::in t c us e h;:i t e t o c r g.:m ize the people ? 

"I wcn't pe r n it ycu t c. ca ll i t h::i t e . Le t' s S.'.lY I' t.1 g ing t c crea t e ;:in awa r ene ss 
c f wha t ha• been dcne t u thera . This aware1~ ss will prcduce an abundGnce c f 
ene r gy , be th nega tive and pcsitive, th.'.l t can then be channe l e~ c cnstructive l y. 11 

Like the tr.'.lce -uni t n c r g~mize r , M.:::lc t· lm wants t c ag;;r .::iva t e the pec pl e ' s frustr a 
ti c., n and c isc ~ nt ent until a nge r t ve rccme s apa thy a nd they act en the ir LWn 
beha lf . This will be dcne prim.'.lrily by a t t a cking the whit e s ' trea t ment c f Negr ces . 

The J ew wt u ld seem t L be au inevitab le sc::ipegLa t f , r this a tt ::ick. 
like the pvl icem::in i s a vi s ible white in the life c f the ghe tt0 . 
them be th ne t cnly in t er ms c f the ir cwn deeds or misdeecs , but .2 S 

symbc.·ls c f a ll white s . It's e;:i sy t c~ stir n bl .:i ck a ud i e nce en b, th 
~nd stir them i s wha t Ma lcc lm wnnts t c de. 

FLr the J ew 
H::i rl em see s 

W.'.l lking 
sub jects, 

nThe gr ea t e stmist .:i ke c f the M( veme nt , ;. 
sleeping pe c·ple ::i r cund specific gc.::il s. 
then ycu ge t ::i ct i L,n. 11 

he sa i d , ha s bee n trying t c cr ga nize a 
Ycu have t c wa ke the pe ~ p l e up first, 

Wi.l ke them up t c the ir exp lc. it.'.l ticn? 

"Ne. , t c the ir humunity, t c the ir cwn w..:.. rth, a nd t u the ir herit.::ige. The bigge st 
diffe r ence be tween the pa r a ll e l cppre ssicn 0f the J ew ~nd the Negr t i s tha t the 
J ew neve r l e st his pride in be ing J J ew. He never cea sed t c be a mn n . He knew 
he had ma~e a s i gnificant c i ntributi• n t the wcrl d , ~nd his se nse Lf his r wn 
value gave hirn the Cl uroge t fi ght b~ck. It enabled him t c ::i ct and think in
depe nde n t l y , unlike ( ur pet p l e and cur l enders . 11 
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Tc CLmpensa t e f l r the pr1oe a nd he rit .'.l ge that was abc .rte~ by sla v e ry, e n a lmc ~ t 

.J ll c cca sicns, but especia lly a t his Sunday mee tings, Ma lcc lm a ssumes the re.le 
c. f tea cher. 

Unwin<-1 ing hiraself fr cr:i ,') h .:mc~ micrc.phc ne, withLut any f c rmel l intrcc1uctic n, h e 
cu;1e s befL re his cl .'.l ss a t the Au<lubc n Ballrucm . He ch::i ts with, ;:i nd kids them 
f e r a whil e .::i n d th~n ge ts e n with the l e ssons. 

He shews the1<1 films c f Afric .::i he t cck e n his trip last surm.1er. He t e lls them , 
"We h <.!ve g c. t t L ge t over the brainwashing we h.::id. Ne 1:1.::itte r h ew much L f .::: n 
1\fric:rnist we a r e, it is hard fer us t c. think l f Afric u as an; thing but .:i pL.ice 
f L. r Ta rz el n. Lu<k a t these films a nd get cut uf ycur mind wh3 t the M2. n put in it. 11 

N.'.l rrn tirig fr cm a cha ir in the first r cw, h e p(1ints c;ut the be.'.l che s .::i nd sky 
scra ping cities an< says, ' ~hey t c lc' us there wa s no thing but jung l e c. ver there . 
Why , the L. n ly jun3 l e I ever s :::w wu s right h e re in New Yc rk City . 11 

He r eac;s ther.1 e n ...1 rticle a b c. ut J.::irne s Fnrmer L1 U.S. News :m e' We rlc~ Re pcrt. He 
a tta cks the uag~zine f e r being anti-blac~ like .::il l the press, but he tells his 
pupils t c; read it. "Re a<.: everything," he s .::i id, ' 'Y, u never knr w where yt u're 
g· ing t t· ge t an i ce.::.i . We h nve t C' lea rn h0w t c· think. We h.'lve t (, use cur he.Jd s 
as wel 1 n s cut b r d ies in .::. revc luti• n. 11 

Rhyth<J Ch::mees 

He urp,e s them t c. W:ltch the kine s r_f b e c ks be ing usec) in the schcc ls. "If when 
we were c umin8 up, " he s a i c' , "we hac1 a be tte r ic:ea c f L->.fric a anc~ L,ur p.:ist, we 
~ul cl thi nk 1:1t;r e c f curse lves . 11 

•• _ 

He cl os e s the raeeting with the .:: nnc unce1,1ent that chil cl-cnre cla sse s a re gc ins t c 
be t a ught .J t the OAAU e; ffic e . 

Be f c,r e this bl.:l ck .:.i ud ience, M.'.llC L lra h a s n d ifferent s ( und . The exte nsive V l c.::ib
ula ry, the precise grnr.ha.:i r, the leve l r es c n.::: nt v1 ice t; • Even the rbyth1:i ch:lnges . 

Wa s it c1 e libe r n t e ? I .:iske cl hira. 11Sure, 11 he s a i d, 11Differe nt nuc i e nce s have 
(.ifforent rhy thytas. Y0u have t c. be .Jbl e t L play them , if yc u de n 1 t w .. mt t ._ put 
the pec ple t <.· sleep. " 

"New take s ·. t'ile ,.ne like Ba y ::i r d Rustin. He 's a brilli::i nt rann, .:.i r e;:i l whiz just 
like Ba l c1win. But, he t a lks white . Ycu knLw, Oxfc r c'. .'.l ccent a n d .'.l ll. He C'.:l iile 
up h e re t c Harlem t c c1eba te cae .•.• Pcor B;lyard .... He s pent s o 1.1uch tirae tryin[: 
t l fi gure out hew t c say thing s a nd still s <.un~ white that by the tirae he ge t 
ar< . unc~ t u the wur ds, I h•l<1 a lrenc1y whippe c'. hio. " 

Ra cis1.1 is M.'.l sk 

During the 0e ba te, curinB the spee ches <. n e n Sun0ays past, and during the speeche s 
u 1 Sunc\ Jys futur e , Malcc li:1 will CLntinue t L try t L wnke Horl eu. He will use .:: 
.'.l nega tive a tta ck t o prtduce a pc sitive gcnl. Tc .'.l whit e e.:.ir the att.'.lcks will 
S<Jund like the ranting c f a r a cist . 



.. 

Tc_, the rJ.:m wh1., leans c <:i sua lly ag..i inst· the wnll Llt the There s.:i, r ::i cism is 2 

r;i.:isk he c'uns when it will be effective. But e1en the ma sk is C.iffe r e nt fn m 
the w~; it is perce ive~ . Tc hi~self : he is a r~ cist bec~use he is c 1 ncerne~ 
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with the bl ...ick r ~ c e . He is ~ r3cist : bec~use he will a ttack ::ill p cc ple whL ~buse 

that race. He is n1, t a r :Jcist wht. h .ites ::ill nc n-bl .:i cks. 

' ;I c .Jr e 1b1;ut :111 pe( ple," he s.::i cJ , nbut especially ~b 1. ut bl.:1ck peL ple. I'm ::i 

Mus l Li. My re ligic n te1che s me brc therh( cc, but C: 1.- e s.n' t 1:1...i ke me a f v l. " 

The white w, rl J is n u t the 1.-nl y pl a c e th.:it is c ncerne d with his r :i cism. In 
p;:irts c f Har .!. em where white me a ns devil, they .:.1re <J lsu testin8 hil.1. 

He W.'.l S ch.::illenge c~ .J t a Sundny meeting . A r:i ... m stu d , r 0ckec' b:1ck e n his heels, 
:m e' very sl , wl; Si.l ic.1 , "We hea rd pu ch.:rngecl, M::ilc<.lui. Why c1 1n't ye p t e ll us 
whe re you 're at with ther.1 white f L lks? ;i 

With0ut ~rL . pping a syllable he ga ve a bla ck na ticnalist speech e n brltherh0 c d . 

Milit .:mt, Ne t DL,gra.:.: tic 

"I h aven't ch:.ingeL~ , 11 he s a id, "I just see things e n ::i brc .::ider sca l e We n J tic n.11-
ists use <.; t c think we were milita nt We were just <.·, gr.iatic. It d ic~ n't bring us 
<myth ins 

"New I knew it's sma rter t G s .'.l y yvu' re g ing t 1 shc 1, t a i!KIO f c. r whu t he is G( ing 
t t y t u tha n be c a use he is white . If y cu .:i tt ...i ck hiw bec.:iuse he is whit e , y c u 
give him nt 0ut He c a n't st ,.p being white We've g<.·t t t g ive the M;:i n ::i cha nce 
He pr · b.1bly wcn't t :.l ke it, the sna ke . But we've g(. t t c g ive hira a ch::i nce 

"We've 8L t t c be a c re flexible. 
knew h cw t L de things, they went 
they h::i c.., blue ejes . 

Why , whe n suae L.f c..,ur frienc'. s in ,~fric.'.l c'.i cln' t 
.:ihe .:.i c.J n n<.' C.l llec in s cme Germ::rn t e chnicLms . An c1 

"I 11:1 ne t gc·ing t c be in nnyb< c·y' s str.::iit j a cket, I Gl n' t c..ire wh..Jt .'.l persc n 
lt.;uks like c r where they c c.r.1e fr r;i. My mine is wit1e c pen t L ilnyb1 c y whc will 
help e e t the n pe t- ff UUr b.J CkS. I I 

White ,:\!lies 

The pelple he fe e ls th::t c.:.in best help a re the students, bGth bl .::i ck a nd white . 
But he c unsic.; e rs a ll milit .:mt whites pc ssible .'.lllie s. 

He qua lifies the p0ssibility And WLVen intc the qua lifica tic. ns a re the threa( s 
c. f the et'.l <.. ti<. ns running thr · u gh H.Jrlem. 

1'If we .'.l r e gc, ing t c w. rk t <. 8ether, the bl .'.l cks must t a ke the le ... H.'. in their c. wn fi ght . 
In phn s e c ne, the white le e~ . We 're gc ing intc ph.1se tw u nc w " 

"This ph:1se will be full Lf rebc llic n .:m cl h c stility . Bbcks will fi ght whites 
f •. r the ri ght t n ..:. ke clecisi • ns th..'.l t .::i ffect the struggle in c r cer t c. .-Jrrive :1t 
their 1.1u nhc·0 d .:: nd self-respect. " 

11The h 0stility is g c., · c' , 11 M<:ilc c. lra s .::i i c . "It's been b Lttl e(' up t ee l ( n~:. Whe n we 
St( p 1.1 lw-ly s s a ying yes t · Mr. Ch .ci r lie a nc turning the h .::i te .:i g..:i inst ·urse lves, we 
will bef; in t c. be free. 11 
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H LW (,h '. he pl.rn t c set white r.1ilit_,nts t <- w~, rk with hira , r even tt w:'! lk int0 
the Theresa with the kind of slings and arrLWS he was senCing . ut? 

There was the half srai le again. Then, , thoughtfully stroking his new-grown beard, 
he said, "We 1 11 have to try to rectify1• that." 

MastCi!r Juggler 
4 

He adt,1itted it would be difficult to get 1ailitant whites and blacks together. 
"The whites can't come uptown too easily because the people aren't feeling too 
friendly. The black who goes downtown loses his identity, loses his soul. He's 
in no position to be a bridge because he has lost contact with Harlem. Our Negro 
leaders never had contact, so they can't do it. 

"The only person who could is someone who is completely trusted by the black 
co1JrJuni ty. If I were to try, I would have to be very diplomatic, because there 
are parts of Harlem where you don't dare raention the idea." 

The diplomatic skill of the waster juggler will also be needed to ~et white 
r.1ilitant support. For, while wooing it, ·he raust continue to attack whites for the 
benefit of the Harleu audience. 

Bluntly he says, "We must raake thei..1 see that we are the enemy. That the black 
.nan is the greater threllt to this country than Vietnau or Berlin. So let the,il 
turn the money for defense in our direction and either destroy us or cure the 
conditions that brought our people to this point. For if we cannot live in this 
house as human beings, we would rather be dead." 

As Malcolm finished his corJinent, he left little doubt that he was willing to go 
all the way in the fi ght. Yet he doesn't seera like a nan who is in love with 
violence. On the contrary, he relaxed during the course of the int~rview, and 
the impression conveyed by this soft-spoken, non-sraokinc , non··drinking Muslii.U was 
one of gentleness. 

Concern for the PeoP.le 

;..Jhen he is not on the stage, another side of the >nan is revealed. The private 
".'ather than the public man is seen when you watch hir.1 relate to individuals. He 
~ tops and listens to a worried white student despite the fact that the police anc 
1is party are trying to hurry hitJ out after a speech. He ::-ernembers t o buy coffee 
'.:or everyone in the office when he orders some for himself. He interrupts his 
3entence on the need for black hostility to ask, w!th genuine concern, whether I 
~as abused coming to the Theresa. 

7iolence has no real part in his history. Even the crimes of burglary and larceny 
~e committed as Big Red were uercenary, not sadistic. 

lhy then is he willine to go to such extreraes? 

'Only violence, or a real threat of it, will c;et results, ,, he soici . "The only 
: iGie the government moves is in reaction to c1·iscs. :·Jhcn it 1 s too costly to let 
3Ur people continue to suffer, Washins t c n will :iv~ the ~assive federal aid 
needed to solve the proble1.1. ' ' 



To the South 

111.o 1 o n (' p n<)_. ... . I c; l1l<?:Ul e hnge race war to Malcolm. His strategy is primarily 
defensive. 
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He'll work on voter registration in the North and South. But if his people work 
in a place like Mississippi, they'll be armed. "If the federal government won't 
protect the voters," he said his people will. 

He has already begun to offer his services in the South. He addressed a voter
re r.; istration rally in Tuskegee, Alaba;aa, on February 3, and was in Selma on 
iebruary 5, and will speak at a Mississippi Freedom Party rally in Jackson on 
February 19. 

Malcolm is also willing to go along with Bayard Rustin's strategy of causing social 
dislocation in the white cornraunity, but he is not willing to do it non-violently. 
For he says the people in Harlem who are willing to get involved in such activities 
aren't willing to have apoliceman crack their skulls and not fight back. 

He will use demonstrations and picketing, but not the kind that play by the rules 
of the establishc;ent. 11 Power doesn't back up in the face of a prayer and a i;mile", 
he said. "l'he only demonstrations that they pay attention to are the ones that 
contain the seecis of violence." 

Black GuerrillaG 

There is another tactic he wants to use. It is the exception in his defensive 
strategy. He wants bands of invisible guerrillas who would strike and slip back 
into society. Bands that could oatch the Klan, 

"I'll be the first to join," he said, 11 and lots of people you don't think will, 
a re going to line up behind me." 

It's over the tactics of violence vs. non-violence - or, as Malcolm puts it, self
defense vs. masochism - that he and other civil-rights leaders disaeree. This 
difference is what has prevented the unity that he feels is one of the keys to 
the strugele. 

"It's not that there is no C:esire for unity, or that it is impossible, or that 
they might not agree with me behind closed doors . It's because most of the organi:· 
zations are dependent on white money and they are afraid to lose it. "I spent 
almost a year not attacking them, saying let's get together, let's do something . 
But they're too scared. I guess I will have to go to the people first and let 
the leaders fall in behind them." 

That does not mean ruling out cooperation. He will try and stress the areas and 
activities where the groups can work together. For he says, " If we are goine into 
the ring, our risht fist does not have to become our left fist, but we must use a 
cornnon head if ~e are goins to win." 
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Black Schools 

•'l&ked if he would support things like a i school boycott., he said he would if he 
1greed with its goals. He would not saj>port it to get more busing. He also 
wouldn't fight school construction in b'lack communities. Until a better plan 
for integration is found, he wants more=' and larger schools built in black neigh• 
~orhoods. Even more than in comparable'. white ones, because of the birth rate. 

In discussing other things he felt shotlld be done, he said, "We must begin to 
··.1ove into politics and economics. They are two areas where our people are very 
immature. That's why the OAAU started ~the liberation school. We want to teach 
thera how to operate." · 

l'he political lessons wodt be just the~f'Y· Malcolr.1 wants to run r.1ilitant candi
dates on the local level. They would be race men like the Southern politicians. 
These candidates would plant angry soap· boxes on all the street corners of Harlem. 
They would ffiake the vote a channel for fthe discontent for the apolitical ~an in 
the streets. Once a political habit is established, it could be a powerful 
weapon in the struggle. 

Would he be a candidate? 

"I don't know at this point," he said, 11 1 think I am more effective attacking 
the establishment. You can't do that as well once you're inside it. 11 

Did he think an all-black party like the Freedom Now Party in Michigan was needed? 

"Yes, in some cases you have to create new machinery. In others it's better to 
take over existing machinery. Either way, we're going to be involved in all 
levels of politics from 165 on. n 

Miami Approach 

Malcolm also wants totake a new economic approach to integration. He thinks 
blacks should use the same strategy as Jews did in Florida. Instead of spending 
huge sums of money on lawyers' fees and bail bonds for sit-ins, they should pool 
their resources and buy housing. Then anybody who wanted to could come in. 

He also thinks efforts should be made to have blacks control the food, shelter 
and clothing in the communities where they live. 

As we spoke and drank the coffee he ordered, it became clear that there is one 
feature common to all Malcolm's masks. It's determination. Determination to 
solve the problems of his people at whatever cost. To ams.ah through the deafness 
of the white world. To force into actions and words the rage that is churning in 
the guts of the blacks. 

On the train I rode downtown, that black rage broke free in one drunken Negro. He 
spit his anguish and obscenities into emotionless white faces. 

For endless blocks the drunk shrieked against the sound of the subway, "You're 
full of shit! You~e all full of shit! You~e killing me! You mother•! You're 
killing me!" 
That rage is what Malcolm wants to shape into a weapon to be used against the con
tinued moral, spiritual, political, cultural, and economic strangulation of the 
blacks. 


