
a national organization with athl1ated local group'i wo1k 1nK 

SAN DIEGO CHAPTER 

2965 I nperia l Avenue 
San Diego , California 

San Diego City Council 
City Hall 
San Diego, California 

Dear Council j :embers ;, 

January 1, 1965 

Last suoner those of us in co;3 heard repea ted protes tations of 
s y:ripathy fro m Layor Frank Curran on t he COY~ . .S a i ns of correction of 
r a cial injus tices and institution of equal enplo~· t ent opportunity. 
-fuile t hreatening police po\rer if our pre te s t s grew t oo cla~orous , 
he assured us tha t proper use of legal charm.els would always result . 
in fair hearing and the full we i ght of city government being brought 
to bear on the s~de of racial jus tice. 1e wish t h is were true and 
have not lost faith t hat it can be nade true, but we nust ada it that 
t he following chronicle of even ts has be en rather disheartening . 

I n early September , CORB con tacted Dr. C. n. . Schroeder, Director, 
San ~iego Zool ogi ca l Garden, posting hi m on charges of racial bias 
in hiring practices at the Zoo and shocking working conditions, 
particularly for female Negro enp l oyees . co:x asked for nothing 
uore than an opportunity to discuss t hese alle (!ations but was rebuffed. 
A s~cond letter from CC TIE giving s oo e details on t he Zoo's hiring 
record and the wo r king condition s of soDe Negro employees at the Zoo 
brought only denial and a second refusal t o c eet for discussion . In 
its third J..et+.er t o Dr , :=3 chY0ed.er, 00~~·_; :inc_Ar~r:0-r-e<3 t he f.:ict t bat it 
was authorized to speak for the pitiful l y few Negro es er~loyed by 
the Zo o. It also as~c e d why any group of well-neani ng citizens should 
be denied an opportunity t o discuss pers onnel policies with Zoo 
officials. After long delay, this l e tter was answered by a thi~d 
rebuff fro m Dr . Schroeder. It should be no ted here t hat in all 
correspondence, CO RD was careful to ke ep f ully informed and of fered 
to work ~ith the following offices and agencies: 

r.h~. Bud Place' Eayor Is ()ff ice 
Mr. J ame s Barham , 'Ieanister ' s Union Loc a l 481 
~1fr . IJuGas i:obinson , Fai r :.c:::-:1ploy:!rn11t Practices Comruission 
~:r. John J ohnson , Uroa:n Leat;;ue 
Dr . Carroll !aymon , Citizens Interracial Counci l 

~.1hen these rea son2.ble r equ e s t s <f-6r disc.ussion vrnre categorically 
denied by the Director of the Zoolo~ical Garden, C0 ~3 t hen turned to 
the San Tii ego City Council to a sk f or its i ntercession to arrange 
for discussion between Zoo offi cials and repr e s e11tatives of COTIE 

\.. 



as well as all other interested agencies. Since the Zoo is on city 
owned property and since Ordinance #6605 does provide for a lloca tion 
~f c~ty t ax moni es to the Zoological Garden, it seemed proper to ask 
the Cit;; Council to use its good office to arrange for the uuch­
desired but thri ce-refused ceeting. CORE a s k ed f or a pl a ce on the 
:.iE cc:1:,ber 22nd City Council agenda to nal::e this s i r;p l r:; ::-equeo t for 
intercession. Inquiry at the lust moment reve a led tliat co::T~ v;as not 
')TI the agenda and t :::~a t its letter of reque s t had been shuttled between 
th e Office of the ~ ~B..yor and the Gffice of the City Cl erk . 

The Congress of Racial Bquality refuses to be discouragee , for we 
know tha t the victorious struggle for racial justice \;ill be a long 
and painful one. By this letter, we return to you· once more, not 
a s}dng t hc::.t you sol7e th:i.s problem, but s fr1~1ly thc=~t you use your 
pri vilege d position of pr est i ge and authority to requ e s t thQt Zocr 
of f icia l s show responsibility and good will by agreeing to meet with 
co:-3 and other i nteres ted &{~· encies. 

We shall m7ai t your early ansvrnr. 

:F-I:G3: ac 
cc ~ :'.Ir. 
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l.:r. 
tlr. 
Dr. 

Bud Place 
t.Ta;·.rns Lar l1ar.1 
Duma s ~·_obinson 

John Joh11son 
Carroll a :.rr:.on 

Ile s pectfully, 

Earol d K Brown , Chairman 
San :I)iego Chapter COP...2 
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