
FIELD REPORT 

Project Jurisdiction: State of Louisiana 
Author of -Report: Ronnie M. Moore, Senior Field Secretary 
Date of Report: January 19, 1965 
Period covered by report: September, 1964 • January, 1965 

I. Program 

Objectives: The Louisiana project is primatily centered aro\lnd voter reg:f.s• 
I 

tration with emphasis on politically oriented community organization. Cor1mu• 
nities are being organized through freedom schools, voter registration drives, 
clothing distribution, implementation of th~ new civil rights law, attain­
ment of fair hiring and labor union practices and through general endeavors 
to meet the immediate needs of the communi~y involved. 

Permanent organization is the product of a program that is meaningful not 
only to our staff, but to the people. We ar~ organizing people around thei~ 
every day needs and at the same time we are a~tempting to direct sue~ organi• 
zation toward a long range goal of political ~ecognition and representation. 

Activities: Our activities for the above peri~d included the following: 

1. Voter registration campaigns in fourteen (14) parishes of the fifth, 
sixth, eighth, and second congressional districts of Louisiana. The voter 
~egistration increase was approximately 1,200 from September to November 4, 
1964; little progress has been made since then.-

2. Testing the compliance of public accommodations and public facilities 
with the 1964 Civil Rights Act in Jackson, Ouachita, East Baton R~uge, 
Rapides and East Feliciana Parishes. 

3. Establishment of freedom schools at Jonesboro, Clinton and Plaquemine. 

4. Servicing CORE chapters at St. Francisville, Clinton and Donaldsonville. 

5. Protest of labor union discrimination and discriminatory practices at 
Olin-Mathieson Chemical Corporation at We3t Monroe. The Preside~t's Comm1.ttee 
on Equal Employment Opportunity and the Louiaiana Advisory Committee to th2 
U. S. Civil Rights Commission held hearings and are investigating complaints 
from our plaintiffs. 

6. Drafted (now revising) plans for a community center in West Feiiciana 
Parish. 

7. Attempts were made to organize farmers at St. Francisville for ASC, FHA 
and anti-poverty bill participation. 

Be Began taking a community survey in Ouachita, East Baton Rouge, East 
Feliciana and Iberville Parishes. This survey should reveal the basic 
needs of these conmunities. Precinct meetings will be calletl to discuss 
such needs, and precincts will be organize<i around the needs. The organ­
ization should, when pooeible, be directed toward political activity. 

J 
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Note: The prnposed Stm1Dl3-r Project of 1965 is broad enough both 

geographically and progi"'mllatically to lay a fhm foundation of community 
organization which can be easily directed toward effective educational, 
economic and political aims. 

II. Staff 

Name: --
Oretha Castle 

Henry Brown 27 

Sharon Burger 22 

Alvin Culpepper 20 

Cathy -Culpepper 19 

Claudia .. Edwards 22 

Charles Fenton 24 

joyce ..Job:n&on 22 

Keuny .Johnson _ 17 

Steve Miller 19 

Judy Rollins 24 

· lUmn:l.e Sig.al (Miss) 22 

Chr.istine Wright 24 

Bill Yates 36 

... 
1 

Posit10n: 

1 Field Secretcry Covering 
~ 4th and 5th Congressional 

·. ·.Districts 
: ' 

, ,I'• I, , 

«Task P'orce .Worker 
'\ 

, ,. II 

" --

II 

II 

II (volunteer) 

II 

II 

II (volunteer) 

II 

II (volunteer) 

II 

II 

.. All Task Foi.-ce Workers -work-i.n.-t:he field; apecific...duties depend .on -the 
community or area to which they a!'e assigned. 

IIL-. Fa.cili.tiea. 

Offices: - State office - Ronnie M .. -Moore 
1501\ East Boulevard 
Louise Street Station 
Bat.ou Rouge, Louisiana 
(504) 342"·8388 

North 1AlUi.Sian!1 "ff ice 0 Oretha Castle 
103 North Tenth Street 
Monroe, Louisiana 

(318) .325-7610 



Alexandria off ice • Judy Rollins 
1406 Ninth Street 
Alexandria, Louisiana 

(318) 442-7642 ' 

Residential headquarters are set up in Jackson and East Feliciana 
Parishes: 

Autos: 

Charles Pento11i 
General Delivery 
Jonesboro, Loqisiana 
(318) 7316 ' 

Bill Yates 
General Delivery 
Clinton, Loui~iana 
(504) 683-540~ 

; 

? 
' Two (2) 1964 Chevrolet& leased by cpRE from National Car Rental 

Monroe (one to go Shreveport) 
One (1) 1964 Comet owned by Louisiana Project (resumption of $71.71 

monthly payments) Alexandria 
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One (1) 1964 Ford station wagon~owned by Louisiana Project (purchased 
by community of Clinton and National CORE) to go to Jonesboro 

One (1) 1965 Plymouth owned by volunteer worker Steve Miller of Antioch 
College (gas, maintenence, etc. paid by owner) ClintDn 

One (1) 1964 Valiant owned by volunteer worker Ronnie Segal (gas and 
maintenance paid by CORE) Baton Rouge 

Major items of equipment: 

Four (4) typewriters owned by CORE 

Two (2) file cabinets owned by CORE 

Two (2) tape recorders owned by CORE 

One (l) record player owned by CORE 

Two (2) mimeograph machines owned by CORE 

10,000 volumes (freedom school and library storage room) 

1,000 volumes (stationed at freedom schools) 

IV. Budget 

Please see attached supplement 



v. Evaluation 

The desegregation of public accommodations at Monroe, Alexandria, 
Baton Rouge and Plaquemine may be listed as a major accomplishment. 
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Other accomplishments include the desegregation of the library at 
Jonesboro, a school desegregation attempt at Alexandria, and getting 
plaintiffs to testify before the Louisiana •dvisory Coumittee to the U.S. 
Civil ltights Coumission. 

One of our failures is that we have not developed approaches in our voter 
registration program in order to keep the people interested and active. 
We have not been able to properly train staff and therefore we have not 
been able to really organize communities as we should. Progress is being 
made in this area, however. 

The racial ratio of staff is out of proportion. We have five (5) whites 
and eight (8) Negroes on the task force. More Negro staff members are 
needed. Staff needs training in comnunity organization and in gen~ral in 
order to cultivate creative thinking and programmatic implementation. 

I readily agree that the year round project approach to the problems of 
various coumunities may not produce CORE chapters designed for the purpose 
of extending the structure of National CORE. Community units set up by 
the project may not be labeled CORE, but their objectives and accomplish• 
ments are those of CORE. 

If we in Louisiana are in the field to organize communities to fight on 
their own, then the organizational vehicle must be flexible in label, 
structure and immediate goals but directed toward the same long range 
goal. 

VI. Recomnendations and Remarks 

RecOtllllendations for Louisiana are as follows: 

1. Regional training workshops for staff and chapters 

2. More staff in Louisiana in order to insure the setting up of 
Congressional and party challenges in 1966 and 1968. 

3. More staff for the 1965 Sumner Project than is indicated in the 
prospectus. 

4. Imnediate payment of bills on demand. 

This report is general, but I hope it serves a few of the purposes for 
which it was requested. I will be glad to write. supplementary state­
ments to answer any specific questions. 
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Amounts spent in Novetjlber ' nd December, 1964: 

~ 

Baton Rouge off ice ,, 
Jonesboro residential he~4quarters 

Phone 

Baton Rouge off ice 
Monroe of £ice 

:~ 

Baton Rouge "Freedom House" 

Payment on Comet 

~Operation 

$60.00 
25.00 

57.11 
18.70 
9.87 

71.71 

Repairs 55.55 
(Due to financial situation of project, credit 
cards were used for gas and minor repairs in 
November and December. Estimate maximum of 
$5.00 per day for four (4) cara - two (2) leased 600~00 

from National Car Rental and two (2) owned 
by Louisiana Project) 

!!!. travel ~other travel - None 

Supplies 

Office supplies 208.04 

Other expenses 

Utilities at Baton Rouge "Freedom House" 18.39 

Total.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$1,124.37 

~· 
$65.00 
25.00 

62.25 
41.69 

7.60 

71.71 

14.94 

620.00 

27.48 

14.57 

$950.24 
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B U D G E T cont. 
- ... -- - -· - - _..,_. 

Estimates for January and February, 1965: 

Baton Rouge off ice 
Jonesboro 
Rapides (Alexandria) 
Baton Rouge "Freedom House" 

Phone 

Baton Rouge off ice 
Monroe 
Jonesboro 
Alexandria 
Clinton 

Auto -
Payment on C.xqet 

2 Leased cars (National Car) 
Auto operation (excluding car owned by 

Steve Miller) 

Gas - $5.00 per day for five (5) cars 

Maintenance 

Air travel and ~OfiP.r travel w None - --·----- ... ...._ .......... 
Supplies 

Office supplies and postage 

Other expenses 

Miscellaneous 

Total ••• ••••••• ~ .............. ••·• .............. • • . 

:!!,g. 

$48.00 
20.00 
20.00 
20.00 

50.00 
50.00 
25.00 
25.00 
25.00 

71. 71 

250.00 

815.00 

125.00 

75.00 

~· 
$40.00 
20.00 
20.00 
20.00 

50.00 
50.00 
25e00 
25.00 
25.00 

71. 71 

250.00 

770.00 

125.00 

75.00 

100.00 100.00 

-$1669.71 _$1616.71 
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Office rent: 

DEMAND 
~------January 19, 1965 

• • • • . .. . . •• $ .65.QO 
• • '65.,00 

" ' 

Baton Rouge office. • • • 
Baton Rouge off ice. • • • 

;· ' $130.00 
Office supplies and equipment: , 

Pelican Office Supply, Baton Rouge $.659.81 
Standard Office Supply, Monroe •••••• o 

1 89.46 
,,Royal Furniture Co •. , Baton Rouge •••••• · 53.32'. . · •.. 

Automotive: 
Payment on Comet••••••••••••••••••• $ 
Robinson Bros. Inc.; Baton Rouge •••• 
Moran Motor Co., Baton Rouge ••• ~···· 
Bolds Two-Stop Service, Jonesboro ••• 
Long's Service Station, Monroe ...... . 
Rose Oil Company•••••••••••••••••••• 

Workers: , 
Gulf States Utilities •••••• J• ·•·•·•·$ 
Spiver Gordon •••••••••••••••• t1•J~ . ~. 
Ronnie Moore ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ronnie Moore •••• ~ ...... .............. . 
Christine Wright••••••••••··~••••••• 
Sharon Burger•••••••·~··•••••••••••• 

Miscellaneous: 
A & A Print Shop, Monroe ••••••••••• $ 
Admiral Blueprints, Inc~, Baton Rouge 
Western Union, Baton Rouge •••••••••• 

East Feliciana Community Relief Fund •• 
Mrs. Gladys Jackson, Plaquemine ••••• 

.. $802.59 

71. 71 
48.31 
36.88 
4.00 
9.37 

15.28 
$185.55 

19.23 
5 .. 97 

42.47 
20.45 
10.49 
10.10 

11.70 
6.95 
3 .. 04 

250.00 

$108.71 

97.50 
$369.19 

**Dec. 12 
**Jan. 12 

*Nov. 27 
*Dec. 28 
*Nov. 1 

**Jan. 30 
*Dec. 28 
*Nov. 20 
*Nov. 2 
*Sept. 3 
*Dec. 20 

*Jan. 15 

*Nov. 30 
*Nov. 6 
*October 

***< ~1ov. ~ ~8 
***Oct, 26 

Total••••••a•••••••••••••~••••••••e•••••••••••••••••••••$1,596.04 

* last billing date 
** date payment due 
***date last payment made 
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ChFOQOl015Y al Jone1bor9 

July 7. 1964 - Ronnie Moore and Mike Leeaer were driving from Jonesbero te 
Monroe when three cars of wh:!.tee tr ~.ed to detain t~ ett' on th:i. h~ ,.\i .: .) · , !f,IJ:i···e 
was driving and was able to get away from the three cars by making a u• Lu~ n 
and slightly knocked against one of the other cars. Then there was a chase 
back to Jonesboro at 105 mph. Moore and Lesser got to where the CORE workers 
were staying at Joneab<>To. The three cars passed back and forth in f~ont of 
the house. The Chief of Police was called along with the Sheriff but they 
did not respond until the FBI was contacted through Marvin Rich in New York. 
Then the Sheriff's deputies arrived along with the Chief of Police. The 
n~'xt day in Monroe, Jame• o. Smith filed a warrant for Moore's ar=eat on the 
c™u:-ge of reckless driving and hit-and-run. Moore later filed the same 
against James o. Smith • 

.J»1Y lo, 1964 - While ca.nvaaaiog Talbot Street in Jonesboro, t hreats of 
intimidation from the Sheriff's deputy and construction wo1·~~ers wJ.o told 
CQU workers to ~-work on voter registrati~n in that area. 

:hilv 11. 196~ - Cat.by Patte.rson.- Robert Weaver, Bill Yat~s, - Calvin Will~ams., 
Pl:ed Brooks, and .a local worker Doris Davis were...appre.henoed by three 
Jack.son Pariah Deputi.e&, one Lincoln Parish Chief Deputy> s ud one LoUisiana 
State Trooper on u. s. Jlighway-167 and held for appr·oxima.t.:.a !.y two hours. 
Thay we.re made to pose for pictures taken by one of the of.ticerr~ , while 
at.e.'ft.d.ing outside of the.ir car which was impounded by .Jaekc:on Pacish Sher'...ff, 
although the incident s occurred in Lincoln Parish. The grc•ip r~ceived 
t~a £ram tl~ese authorities. when they refused ta cooperate. Wod:~:r~s, 
Yat&s and Mise Davi_'l were held under arrest by Jacks.on Pariah aiitb.or :.U·.J.es 
~8 inve.atigation.of their identifi.catiau. but were released without 
charge. 

$.lx 13, 1964- - Thre e white youths stopped at the Freedom.. Hoc.~ and engaged 
in a conversati on wiLh CORB workars and policemen. Upon becmr.iug rude they 
~ere -asked to leave, but ouly after they had made threats on the lives of the 
OCcup.auta of the Preedom House and B.obert Weaver in particular • 

.July 30, 1964 .. The KICK..member1t burned. crosses throughout-..Jac.k&on Parish ud 
nearly 50 or 'IOC're Kl.ausmen marched through the Negro section G~ Jone.sboro, 
Louisiana holding burning torches- in their hli.nds lead by a sher'...££' s patrol 
car• The Negro ae..cti.ou wit:nea.sed thi.a and organ!.zed. a · group- -called the 
De.acoua-of the De.fense of Justice. 

ll.ove-mber 15, 1964 - A <:roe.a was burned about' two blocks- froa1- the Freedom 
Rouse Saturday moruiug at 2 O'clock and five shots were fired around the 
llouse. Reports were made to the FBI. An inve.et!ga~..ion was-made by the FBI 
and the -..Justice Department ~ 'l'lna-sday .. evening. 

h.J_arl"I Decembe!, ... - Jacksnn Pariah library system va& dest!greg.at:ed. 
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'' .January 4, 1.965 - Talking plans were made to desegregate public accommodations 
in Jonesboro, and three ministers agreed to allow their churches to be used 
for voter registration purposes. 

January 17, 1965 - Sunday morning at l a.m. two of these three churches were 
burned. These churches are Pleasa~t Grove Baptist Church in Pleasant, 
Louisiana and Bethany Baptist Church in Bethany, Louisiana. 


